Watchman Nee (1903 - 1972), a Chinese Christian who spent 16 years in prison and died for his
faith, had this to say:
Before the Fall of man, the world existed only in the sense of the earth, the people on the earth,
and the things on the earth. As yet there was no cosmos, no "world," in the sense of a constituted
order. With the Fall, however, Satan brought on to this earth the order which he himself had
conceived, and with that began the world system of which we are speaking.
Originally our physical earth had no connection with "the world" in this sense of a Satanic
system, nor indeed had man; but Satan took advantage of man's sin, and of the door this threw
open to him, to introduce into the earth the organization which he had set himself to establish.
From that point of time this earth was in "the world," and man was in "the world." So we may
say that before the Fall there was an earth; after the Fall there was a "world"; at the Lord's return
there will be a kingdom. Just as the world belongs to Satan, so the Kingdom belongs to our Lord
Jesus. Moreover it is this Kingdom that displaces and that will displace the world. When the
"Stone not made with hands" shatters man's proud image, then the kingdom of this world will
"become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ" (Dan. 2:44, 45; Rev. 11:15).
Politics, education, literature, science, art, law, commerce, music-such are the things that
constitute the cosmos, and these are things that we meet daily. Subtract them and the world as a
coherent system ceases to be. In studying the history of mankind we have to acknowledge
marked progress in each of these departments. The question however is: In what direction is this
"progress" tending? What is the ultimate goal of all this development? At the end, John tells us,
antichrist will arise and will set up his own kingdom in this world (1 John 2:18, 22; 4:3; 2 John
7; Rev. 13). That is the direction of this world's advance. Satan is utilizing the material world,
the men of the world, the things that are in the world, to head everything up eventually in the
kingdom of antichrist. At that hour the world system will have reached its zenith; and at that
hour every unit of it will be revealed to be anti-Christian.
(Love Not The World, Chapter 1 - The Mind Behind the System, p 14 Kingsway Publications
1970).

